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Oktober 11.
Carsten L. Wilke (CEU Medieval Studies / Religious Studies)

From Lamentation to Mourning in the Hebrew Bible

This lecture draws on approaches from anthropology and redaction criticism
for a new study of the contrasting patterns of lamentation that are described
in the Hebrew Bible. Part of the biblical corpus evokes customs of praying and
fasting that resemble later Jewish mourning, while the pre-exilic prophets
extol the tumultuous rituals of self-defilement that ancient Mediterraneans,
led by female wailers, used to perform in reaction to bereavement or in fear
of death, siege, and exile. The vanishing of these rites indicates historical
processes of social discipline and the marginalization of women, but ritual
communities did in fact coexist. It will finally be argued that the controversial
traditions were quite systematically expurgated and euphemized in the
Deuteronomistic history.

Carsten L. Wilke (PhD Cologne, 1994) is Professor at the History and Medieval
Studies Departments of Central European University, where he directs the Center
for Religious Studies. He has authored studies on the religious history of European
Jewry with focus areas in Jewish-Christian controversy, Iberian crypto-Judaism, and
the modern history of the rabbinate. His latest publications include the
monographs The Marrakesh Dialogues: A Gospel Critique and Jewish Apology from
the Spanish Renaissance (Brill, 2014), Histoire des juifs portugais (Chandeigne, 2nd
ed., 2015), and Farewell to Shulamit: Spatial and Social Diversity in the Song of
Songs (De Gruyter, 2017), as well as the collective volume Modern Jewish
Scholarship in Hungary: The “Science of Judaism” between East and West, co-edited
with Tamas Turan (De Gruyter, 2016).





