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The Ordinal was the most characteristic normative liturgical text of the High Middle Ages.
Beginning with the 12th century in this genre were united those textual types that constitute the
secondary sources of liturgical ceremony: the collection of items to be sung, the symbolic,
historical, and theoretical expositions of ceremonies, and the description of liturgical roles,
musical performance, or spatial arrangement. Since only a few such sources survived from the
Hungarian Middle Ages, each known surviving text is of great significance. One of these sources
is the 15th century Ordinal of the Esztergom archcathedral which until 1520 saw at least six
printed editions, and—since it was obviously re-edited several times—its antecedents go back at
least to the 14th century. The present volume is the critical edition of this text, taking into
account each of its surviving versions.
The main text is based on the first, Nuremberg edition; its spelling and typography are readerfriendly, that is, in line with the methodology of the series, it realises contemporary principles by
means of modern typography, at once satisfying the requirements of science and scientific
literature intended for the general public. The introductory study summarises the editor's
scientific results based on the history and typography of normative liturgical texts. After a short
exposition on the Use of Esztergom, it provides a philological-bibliographical description of all
the different editions and its surviving copies. Then, in separate chapters, the introduction treats
of the text's retrospective aspects in reference to its manuscript antecedents, and explains the
principles of the present critical edition. A special feature of the appendices is the description of
the extraordinary ceremonies of the liturgical year in English translation. The main text is
followed by a detailed table of contents and an index of liturgical days.

